

















Winter 2010

If you prefer to work exclusively using your

own desktop software, there are a few other

tools that will allow you to store files on the
internet and access them from different
computers.

e Dropbox.com
http://www.dropbox.com offers up to
2GB of online storage for free. You
can download and synchronize your
files on Maclntosh, Linux, or Windows
computers, and also share them with
others. A Dropbox iPhone app is
available.
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e The Lite version of Box.net
http://www.box.net is available for
free. It allows for 1GB web storage
and supports file sharing. Box.net
integrates with Google Docs & Zoho.

¢ Hotmail users have access to Windows

Live SkyDrive
http://skydrive.live.com, which allows
for a whopping 25GB of storage. As
with Box and Dropbox, folders and
files can be shared with others.
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If you would like to take your entire
operating system with you everywhere
you go, try G.ho.st Virtual Computer
http://g.ho.st/. G.ho.st bills itself as a
“secure desktop with 15GB file storage
available from any computer or mobile
phone”. G.ho.st can be accessed from any
web browser, and integrates with Zoho.

G.ho.st

The caveat here, as with all Internet
services, is that they are as only as secure
as the company that manages them.
Think twice before storing confidential
information and back up early and often in
case the service’s server becomes
unavailable, or the host company goes out
of business.

Addendum: Since this article was

written, Google has added the ability
to store any type of file up to 250MB
in Google Docs. 2/17/2010
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To build schools Greg Mortenson has
traveled through the most remote areas of
Pakistan’s northeastern region and the
remote, war torn, earthquake stricken,
land mine infested tribal lands of
northeastern Afghanistan.

His mission began in 1993 when, lost and
ill during a failed attempt at climbing K-2,
(one of the peaks of the Karakoram
Mountain range), he stumbled upon a
remote village called Korphe in Baltistan,
Pakistan. Here, he experienced the
kindness of local villagers who nursed him
back to health. He also witnessed the
extreme poverty and lack of proper
classrooms. Children wrote their lessons
with sticks upon the dirt floor. Before
leaving the village he promised to return
and construct a school for the children of
Korphe. His first book, Three Cups of Tea
chronicles his journey to fulfill that
promise.

Since then, many tribal leaders have
approached him to construct schools in
their regions. One such tribal commander
told Mortenson, “Every rock, every boulder
that you see before you is one of my
mujahadeen...who sacrificed their lives
fighting the Russians and the Taliban.
Now we must make their sacrifice
worthwhile...We must turn these stones
into schools.” These words inspired the
title of Greg Mortenson’s book Stones into

Schools, which continues where Three
Cups of Tea left off.

Greg Mortenson and his staff of twelve
local men whom he fondly calls ‘the Dirty
Dozen’ and the CAIl (Central Asia
Institute), construct schools in the most
remote places and empower the local
communities in these areas to sustain
them. To date, CAl has constructed 131
schools that serve more than 58,000
students, most of them girls.

These books are highly inspirational,
they champion the human spirit and
thirst for literacy and they ring in the
truth, that an individual CAN make a
difference.
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